Entomologists sometimes see caterpillars clumping together, but the reason for this behaviour has defied explanation.
Meet the world's largest volcano
A submarine mountain in the northwest Pacific could be the largest single volcano on Earth, rivalling even the mighty Olympic Mons on Mars.
Tamu Massif, situated 1,500 kilometres east of Japan, is roughly the size of the British Isles. Seismic-profiling studies penetrated its depths and revealed that its lava flows dip away from the volcano's summit in all directions. This suggests that all the lava came from a single eruptive vent, say The dome-shaped mountain probably formed in a single eruptive blast that began some 140 million years ago.
ways markedly different from that of 400 years ago, when European colonists started clearing trees for agriculture.
Jonathan Thompson of the Smithsonian Conservation Biology Institute in Front Royal, Virginia, and his colleagues examined landsurvey records from 1620 to 1825 in nine northeastern states. Colonial surveyors often divided up plots of land using 'witness trees' to mark the corners, generally noting the genus, so the authors were able to compare these data with modern forest inventories.
Although most of the same tree species were present in both time periods (with the exception of the now-rare American chestnut, Castanea dentata), their relative abundances differ greatly. Colonists removed a forest dominated by species such as beech and hemlock conifers, but today's trees form a canopy of mostly maple and birch.
